Overview

In the Areas of Concern Annex of
the 2012 Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement (GLWQA), Canada and
the United States reaffirmed their
commitment to restore beneficial
uses that have become impaired
due to local conditions at Areas of
Concern (AOCs), through the
development and implementation
of Remedial Action Plans (RAPs).
The Parties designated 43 AQCs,
which are geographic areas where
significant impairment occurred as
a result of human activities at the
local level.
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Progress Toward Meeting GLWQA Commitments

This annex is co-led by Environment Canada and the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
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Binational Actions Taken for Key Commitments

For both Parties, the ACC program is a mature one and efforts to restore these areas have
been underway for over 25 years. Working with provincial, state and local governments and
community members and stakeholders, the Parties have made progress in restoring
beneficial uses through the implementation of RAPs. Momentum has been building, and
both sides are removing beneficial use impairments at an increasing rate.

* in October 2015, a binational task team completed a guidance document that advises
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Domestic Actions Taken

Taking an ecosystem approach and partnering with other governments,
organizations and individuals, both Parties investigated environmental problems
and the causes within in each AOC during the early years of the AOC program. As
the name implies, Remedial Action Plans that were developed identify the
corrective measures and programs needed to restore the beneficial uses and
enhance water quality and ecosystem health in AOCs. Monitoring is also carried
out to track environmental recovery and to assess the current status of beneficial
use impairments (BUls). The following tables show the status of BUls in AOC; the
actions completed or initiated since 2013 for each AOC, and the remaining
actions required for the removal of the designation of AQC.
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2016 PROGRESS REPORT OF THE PARTIES

ANNEX 1; AREAS OF CONCERN
2016 Status of Beneficial Use Impainnents in the Canadian Great Lakes Areas of Coneem
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BUls by Fiscal Year
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